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ABsTRACT.  Cousinta aligudarzensis Attar & Ghahre-
man (Asleraceae), a new species of section Cynaroides
Bunge (as “Cynaroideae™) 1s desceribed and illustrated.
The distinguishing characters ol section Cynaroides
and those separaling the new species from its neares|
relative are discussed.
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The genus Cousinia Cassini (Asteraceae) includes
over O/0) species m 53 sections distributed primarily
in the arid areas of the lIrano-Turanian region (Attar.
2000). It 1s represented in Iran by some 240 species
(190 endemic) and 1s the second largest Iranian genus
Attar, 1999).
Several new species have recently been described
[rom lran (Attar & Ghahreman. 2000. 2002: Attar el
al., 2000, 2001a, b, 2002; Ghahreman et al.. 1999:

Mehregan et al., 2003), and we believe that the genus

alter Astragalus 1.. (Ghahreman &

has  been  inadequately  surveyed for the lrano-
Turanian region. Most species of Cousinia  have

a highly restricted distribution, and numerous taxa
are known only from the tyvpe collection or from
a limited number of gatherings.

The new species described below, Cousinia aligu-
darzensis Attar & Ghahreman. was discovered }1}' the
authors in 2001 during fieldwork in Luristan Province

i lran. It was lound n a small [_u_ll(*h or smal

communily and can therefore be potentially identifiec

as endangered.

Cousinia aligudarzensis Attar & Ghahreman. sp.
i & o Ol D 1O km on rd. 1o
City  Irom  3-way intersection  at
Ahgudarz, ca. 1500 m., 21 July 2001, F. Attar
& A Ghahreman 27613 (holotype, TULH: 1solype,
TUH). Figure 1.

NOV. | .uristan:

Khomeyn

Herba biennis pluricaulis, omnino appressa arancoso-
tomentosa. canescens: caulis usque 30 em altus, dense
foliatus. incomplete spinoso-alatus. alis cuneato-attenu-
atis. Folia cortacea, sessilia, pinnatifida vel lobata. lobis
triangularibus in spinam terminalem tenuem usque  ad
3 mm longam excurrentia. Capitulac usque ad 5.5 ¢m

diam.. 120 ad 150-florae; phyllaria patentia, 70 ad 73,
cortacea, appendiculata: phyllaria exteriora 16.5-22 mm

longa, appendice 10=14 X 7-9 mm. triangularia, reflexa.
margine  multispimosa: phyllaria  intermedia  24-29 mm
longa, appendice 717 X 5-9 mm. triangularia. later-
altter utrinque spinis 2 brevioribus pracdita: phyllaria

interiora 25-27 mm longa, appendice 4—-6 X 2.5—1.5 mm.
rhombica. apice in spinam erectam excurrente: phyllaria
intima straminea, prominentia. lanceolala. sensim-attenu-
ala. Corolla rosea, ca. 22 mm longa, laciniis 3—1 mm
longis. Achenia ca. 5 X 2 mm, obpyramidalia, long-
exleriora curvala. mleriora

Hudimaliter strata, rugosa.

reeila.

Bienmal., multistemmed herb. totally appressed

arachnoid tomentose, canescent, rarely elabrescent
and green; stems up to 30 em tall, few branched.
densely leafy, incompletely  winged: wings spiny.

cuneate-atlenuate. lLeaves ca. 15 X 4 em, coria-
ceous, sesstle, pinatifid or lobed; lobes triangular.,
lermimating nto a spine ca. 3 mm: venation pinnate-
reliculate, promiment on both surfaces: basal leaves

1030 ¢m:

cuneate al the base, reduced gradually upward. Heads

lanceolate,  pinnatilid, cauline leaves

lerminal, solitary, to 5.5 em diam., 120- to 150-
Howered: phyllaries spreading. 70 to 75. coriaceous.
constricted distally, appendiculate: outer phyllaries

—

(—Y mm.

[6.5—-22 mm. with an appendage 1011 X

triangular,  with  numerous spines on  each side.
reflexed; median  phyllaries  24-29 mm. with ar

—

appendage 7—17 X 5-9 mm, triangular, with 2 smal

HI]ilI!‘H on each side. H]}l'(‘&ll“llg lo  erecl: 1mner
phyllaries 25-27 mm, with an appendage 1-06 X
2.0—=1.5 mm, rhomboid, terminating to a straight
spine: mnermost phyllaries stramineous. acute. prom-
inent, lanceolate, gradually attenuate: receptacle
rarely indistinetly  scabridulate.

bristles  smooth.

longer than the cypselae. Corolla pink. brown when

dry, ca. 22 mm, tube about as long as the limb, lohes

3—1 mm; anther tube purple. glabrous. Achenes ca. 5
X 2 mm.

blackish brown, longitudinally strate. pallid-macu-

obpyramidal, attenuate toward base.
late, rugose, denticulate above, outer ones curved.

illlli‘l' O11€S Hll'&lighl: pappus Hl'ill‘l’l'()ll‘:‘%. {‘EI(IU{‘(]U&

Cousinta aligudarzensis 1s most closely related to €.

lactiflora Rechinger [. The new species is readily
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